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FOUNDER OF ROTARY 

Paul P. Harris 
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 Paul Percy Harris was born on 19th 

April 1886 in Racine, Wisconsin, 

USA at the age of three, Paul and his 

brother Cecil, age five, went to live 

with their parental grandparents in 

Wallingford, Vermont, USA. There, 

as he recalled in his autobiography, 

my Road to Rotary, "I was to have the 

benefit of a well regulate permanent 

home where nothing was ever either 

over-or underdone; where ideas were 

of the highest and education the 

supreme objectives.”

That quest for an education took Paul 

as a young man both the University of 

Vermont and Princeton University 

before he graduated with a law degree 

in the Universi ty of  Lawa in 

1981.Upon graduation; Paul decided 

that he will before setting into his new 

profession

And see the world he did. During his 

"five years of folly," as he describe it, 

Paul travelled extensively throughout 

the United State and Europe.

He supported himself with a wide 

ver i ty  o f  jobs ,  work ing  as  a 

newspaper reporter, teacher in a 

business college, fruit-picker, 

Cowboy, Desk clerk traveling sales 

man, and deckhand on a cattle boat 

bound for England.

In 1896, his vagabonding done, he 

settled in Chicago and began to 

practice law. It was there that Paul 

d e v e l o p e d  h i s  i d e a s  f o r  a 

businessmen's club, and on 23rd 

February 1905, met with three friends 

-Sylvester Scheele, Loehr to form the 

first Rotary club.

In the early years of the organization, 

Paul worked tirelessly to extend 

Rotary both in the United. State and 

abroad. When the national association 

of Rotary clubs, forerunner of Rotary

international, held its first convention 

in 1912 convention, was given the 

title of President -emeritus. He is the 

only Rotarian ever receive that 

honour.

Paul met his future wife, Jean 

Thomas, in 1910 while on a day hike 

with the prairie Club of Chicago, a 

group of outdoors enthusiasts he had 

helped to found. Paul and e woods 

where they first met, he called it 

comely Nank after the street that was 

the site of Jeans childhood home in 

Edinburgh, Scotland.

There, they planted friendship tree 

son almost every continent as a 

reminder of the organizational 

c o m m i t m e n t  t o  t h e  w o r l d 

understanding and peace.

Jean were married in July of that year, 

and two years later, Paul had built 

overlooking the woods where they 

first met, he called it comely Nank 

after the street that was the site of 

Jeans childhood home in Edinburgh, 

Scotland.  There,  they planted 

friendship tree son almost every 

continent as a reminder of the 

organizational commitment to the 

world understanding and peace.

Paul died at Comely bank on 27th 

January 1947 and was buried in 

Mount Hope Cemetery in nearby 

Blue Island, close to the grave of his 

longtime friend Sylvester Scheile 

Jean eventually returned to her native 

Scotland where he died 1963.in my 

road to Rotary, Paul credit the values 

instilled in him by his grandparents 

and their neighbors as the basics for 

the conception of Rotary. "Rotary was 

born of the spirit of tolerance, good 

will and service, all qualities which 

characterized New England folks of 

my boyhood days; and I have tried to 

interpret, so far as lies within me, that 

faith to other men".
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AWARD RECIPIENTS 

Late Chief Jonathan B. Majiyagbe CON
Chief Uche Okereke HRM. Oba Ojo Babatunde 

Adebayo Jemilehin 

Engr. Nurudeen Rafindadi Mr. Tony Okpanachi Senator Babafemi Ojudu Babajide Kolade-Otitoju

Oluwafemi Mathew Akinbode Mrs. Maryam Uwais, MFR Prof. Goodwill 
Chukwuemeka Ofunne
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PP Dupe Abosede PP Ifeanyi Nnodu
2022-2023

PP Oritsejolomi 
Ayomike

PP Joseph Okhakia

Late Prince Oluseyi Lufadeju
Charter President 

2009-2011

PP Vidon Jaule 
2011-2012

Chief Oboli
2012-2013

PP Abiodun Olusesi
2014-2015

Late PP Mike Kohol 
2015-2016

Lt. Dist. Gov. Osi Imomoh 
2017-2018

PP Princess 
Nneka Atuanya

2018-2019

PP Obioha Iheazor
2020-2021

PP Akin Falodun 
2013-2014

IPP. Fredrick Odika
Immediate Pass President 

PP Robert Itawa
2016-2017

PP Omotunde Balogun
2019-2020

2023-2024
2024-20252021-2022
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Rtn. Engr. Michael O. Oluwagbemi FNSE

President 

Akpeji Imatame Lucky Fpmc, Mpmc

Director, Vocational Service 

Olabisi Bankole

Director, Youth Service 

Fredrick Odika

Immediate Pass President   
Remi Daniels 

President Elect 

Omefia Aninze

President Nominee 

Hauwa Abbas 

Director Community Service 

Dupe Abosede (PAG)

Director Club Service 

 BOARD  OF DIRECTORS 
2026-2027

 BOARD  OF DIRECTORS 

Dapo Odukale 

President Nominee Designate 

Oritsejolomi Ayomike (PP)

Director, International Service 
Gbemi Ayomike 

Secretary 

Orazulume Nelson 

Assistant Secretary
Solape Ademuyiwa

Financial Secretary 

Ese Unoroh  FCNA ACTI 

Treasurer
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Investiture Committee members comes 
next with the following:

Nwankwo Jennifer 
Secretary of the committee 

Oritsejolomi Ayomike 
Co-Chair Investiture Planning  

Rtn. Dupe Abosede 
Chairperson Investiture Planning  

Lt. Dist. Gov. Osi Imomoh 
Patron 

Amb. Mohammed Yamah
Adviser 

Princess Ebunoluwa 
Bosede Oladunni

Adviser 
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RTRN Olabisi Bankole 

Rtn. Joan Osadjere Rtn. Dr. Pat Asadu

Rtn. Damilola AdeniyiOmefia Aninze Rtn. Buky Ibrahim IPP. Fredrick Odika 
Member

RTN. Maryam Kassem

Wale Suleiman 
Member

Rtn. Remi Daniels 
Sub-committee Chair 

Mobilization 

Rtn. Engr. Elvis 
Obaseki. PZC
Sub-committee Chair 
Fund-raising/Budgest

Gbenga Adesanwo
Sub-committee Vice Chair 

Fund-raising/Budgest

Sub-committee Chair 

Protocol/Publicity 

Ese Unoroh  FCNA ACTI 

Sub-committee Vice Chair 

Protocol/Publicity 

Femi Oluwagbemi
Sub-committee Chair 

Venue/Entertainment 

Uriel Ezeh 
Sub-committee Vice Chair 

Venue/Entertainment 

Zenret Dakwon
Member

Gbemi Ayomike 
Member

Member Member Member Member

Member Member
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